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SERFDOM IE RUSSIA.

The following account of Russian Serfdom,

and of the efforts of the Emperor Nicholas to

abolish it agree* substantially with that given
by Dr. Baird, in his admirable course of Lectures

at the Smithsonian Institute. He stated

that before any of the measures detailed in the

following article were adopted, that the Emperor.
in full council of his Ministers, declared

hi* anxious wish to abolish >ertdom. count

Roraanxoff told hiin that the measure was prematura,
that the mihds of the noblee were not

prepared for it, and that, appealing as it would

to the fiecuniarv interests and prejudices of the

whole class, it would arouse an opposition
which the whole power of the Government
could not withstand. The same nobleman suggested

that the Emperor should leave to his

en and successor the accomplishment of the

beneficent measure of emancipating his people.
The Ktnperor replied: " I know that my son is

^rusted by the proper spirit, but I fear he is

deficient in the necessary firmness to accomplishthe great work. But," said ho, reaching
forth his arm, " 1 feel that God has given me the

power to perform it, and that it is my duty."
Dr. Haird further stated that the Emperor

has taken from the nobles the power of inflicting
chastisement upon the serfs at their pleasure.
and has regulated the manner and degree

of their punishment, according to strict rules
of law, upon conviction before a magistrate.
The fact that Dr. Baird warmly sympathizes

with Kossuth and Mazzini, and freely condemns
the intervention of Russia in the Hungarian
struggle, adds to the value of his testimony to

the general good character of Nicholas and his
family, and to his wise and humane legislation
for his country.

It is worthy of remark, in this conservative

age, that Dr. Baird's statements in regard to

the li!>eral and humane policy of Nicholas, exhibitedin his efforts to abolish Serfdom, were

received with rounds of applause by a Washingtonpublic, at the Smithsonian Institute;
and his condemnation of the same monarch for
his injustice to Hungary was received with

eijual favor, notwithstanding the wry faces of
a few " Old Hunkers." *

i£RFl)OM IS RUSSIA, ASD THE EMPEROR
NICHOLAS.*

Towards the end of 1848, or in the beginning
of 1849, Mr. Jerrman, an actor, who had spent
three years professionally at St. Petersburg!),
published a book on Russia, which was soon

after translated into English. Although many
extracts from the work have appeared in journalsbotli at home and abroad, we will venture
to offer another to our readers, to show that
t!a. £atferor Nicholas, the type in our politi.
cal meetings of the word tyrant, in its worst
«nse, like the Devil, is not quite so black as he
w sometimes painted. We give below Mr.
errman's account of the Emperor's exertions

to abolish Serfdom.Evening Post.
The rights of man arc trampled under foot

in Russia! Who denies it ? A nation still
Kmi-barbarous, is subjected to semi-barbarous
rule! Perfectly true. Laws unworthy of the
name exist there, as well as classes of men degradedbelow the proper dignity of man. All
this is matter of fact; but the profound genius
of the Emperor, who discerns nil this, his restlessstriving to remedy these evils, to reconcile
these incongruities.that stamps him, in my
ryes, not only as a great sovereign, but also as
a true friend of the people.

It is with real gratification that I propose, in
these pages, a true and faithful representation
of facts to a prejudice universal in Germany.
a prejudice confirmed and strengthened by
Germans who have long resided in Russia, ft
is not my fault if those Germans either wore
unable to take a clear-sighted view of what
pa-se<i around them, or else measured it with a
G-rmtM rule.a modo of measurement of
vh.i'i Russian matters certainly did not admit.
The man who rigidly investigates and takes
mto due consideration the character of the
| 'pie the confirmed habits of centuries, and
'he perils and material disadvantages of the

sudden development of free institutions, will
t only contemplate with respect and admira1n the efforts of the Russian Government for
-afe and gradual spread of liberty, hut will

»l»o. like myself not hesitate to proclaim the
Uip rnr Nicholas.so often denounced as the
deadly foe to freedom.the true father of his
" untry earnestly striving to develop and maturethe rights of his subjects.

u deeper than assertions, and a
" » m tii,. former may here with propriety be
*lw'n Let us first glance at that institution^hich mostly estranges Russia from civiliza'on.namely,at the institution of Serfdom.F"r the female members, of course, there is
out one legal path to emancipation.namely,carriage with a freeman. For male serfs, at
*11 tim-i until recently, a military service was
the avenue to freedom. Onoe under the colors
l|-" tidier is free. The freedom of the Russian
"'I'l.'-r is not very comprehensive, and the re"Tuitmay in some sort be said only to exchange">* kind of slavery for another and a milder
<r'* hut when, on the completion of his term
"«wrvice, or in consequence of wounds or ill
' *lt: ho receives his discharge, it is as a free
flan that he returns to his home. In strict re?ardto truth, I must, however, hero observe.tfvit for ft lftrtnr fin>A . J.-i-

- viuju nun iuw w Uinmutiuip icu
'J"t ft * to it* enjoyment. The eoldier. after
mpletinK 11 period of twenty yearn' service,

accustomed to that mode of life, whilet
"n the other hand, owing to hie long dieuee ol11 occupation to which he had been broughtuf h saw no little pronpeot of earning a liv"Rthat in instances he acoepted a seo»>\ Is.nnty ami recommenoed hie military catowlii,.), l.u .. ut! men clung uii aeatn or tne lhospital received him. Seven year* ago, now-1ever, the EajNNr Nicholas shortened the term 1

tigjkt yean.a reduction which IBOW annually restores to civil life many thou- 1"and free men, who were slaves till-they donned 1the uniform At the expiration of eignt years IBf ce. the soldier Is still a young man; he can I"till enjoy his freedom, and found a free family Itor tins first and important step towards the Ivinam ipation of the mri, the Russian people Ihave to thank, the Kiuperor Nicholas. IA not less important disposition, aimed at I".une end. and at the same time calculated It^ avert the total ruin of the Russian nobility. I' that which relates to advances made by the I1 *»wi on territorial property. Iprevent the partial depopulation of States. I* ukase dated in 1827, declared the serfs to I' lie in integral and inseparable jmrtion I1 thu soil. The immediate consequence of this I* i" the cessation, at least in its most IvpuUivt) form, of ths degrading traffic in hu Iam Keeh. by sale, barter, or gift Thenoefor-1* *rd no serf oould be transferred to another Iwner, except hj the aale of tha land to which 1'

|fed To secure to itself the refusal ot 1ld"d and the human beings appertaining Iv" >t. aud at the same time to avert from the I
' Artsrw from St. Paintburgk. Bv Kitward Jarr I1 rami itled from iht original Gorman, bv I~terick JUrJmau No XXII of Putnam's Hsmi I" tkly Library I
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landholder the ruin consequent on dealings
with usurers, the Government established an

imperial loan hank, which made advances on

mortgage of lands to the extent ol two-thirds
of their value The borrowers had to pay baok.
each year, three per cent, interest. If th*y
failed to do this, the Crown returned them the
instalments already paid, gave them the remainingthird of the value of the property, and
took pomeseion of the land and its population.
This was the first stage of freedom for the
serfs. They became Crown peasants, held
rh..ir il\i>>1!inirrt nnd a bit of lind as an heredi-
tary fief from the Crown, and paid annually
for the name a sum total of five rubles. (about
four shilling) for each male peraon.a rent for
which, assuredly, in the whole of Germany, the
very poorest farm id not to be had; to say nothingin consideration that in case of bad harvests,destruction, disease, &c., the Crown is
bound to supply the strict necessities of its
peasants, and to find them in daily bread, in
the indispensable stock of cattle and seed corn,
to repair their habitations, and so forth.

By this arrangement, and in a short time, a

considerable portion of the lands of the Russian
nobility became the property of the State, and
with it a large number of serfs 1. .arac Crovf i

peasants. This was the first and most importantstep towards opening the road to freedom
to that majority of the Russian population
which consists of slaves.
When in this manner the first ideas of libertyhad been awakened in the people, the Emperor,in the exerciso of his own unlimited and

irresponsible power, took a second step, not less
pregnant with consequences than the first. Unablesuddenly to grunt civil freedom to the
CK2rir% uc Dtuiuwru u|m>u curui, nn n Lraiiniuuii

stage, certain civil rights. A nkaso permitted
them to enter into contracts. Thereby was accordedto them not only the right of possessing
property, but the infinitely higher blessing of a

legal recognition of their moral worth as men.
Hitherto the serf was recognised by the State
only as a sort of beast in human form. He
could hold no property, give no legal evidence,
take no oath. No matter how eloquent his
speech, he was dumb before the law. He might
have treasures in lm* dwelling, the law knew
him only as a pauper. His word and his honorwere valueless, compared to those of the
vilest freeman. In short, morally he could not
bo said to exist The Emperor Nicholas gavo
to the serfs, that vast majority of his subjects,the first sensations of moral worth, the first
throb of self-respect, the first perception of the
rights and dignity and duty of man! What
prolesaed friend of the people can boast to have
done more, or yet so much, for so many millions
of men ?

But the Czar did not rest satisfied with this.
Having given the serfs power to hold property,he taught them to prize the said projwrty above
all in the interest of their freedom. It seems
quite like a jest to speak thus of the " tyrant
and bloody-minded man;" but I speak in ull
seriousness, and the facts are there to provo
my words. The serf could not buy his own
freedom, but he became free by the patch of
soil to which he was linked. To such purchase,
the right of contract cleared his road. The
lazy Russian, who worked with an ill will towardshis master, doing as little as he could
for the latter s profit, toiled day and. night for
his own advantage. Idleness was replaced by
the diligent improvement of his farm, brutal
drunkeness by frugality and sobriety; the earth,
previously neglected, requited the unwonted
care with if" richest treasures. By the tnagio
of industry, wretched hovels were transformed
into comfortable dwellings, wildernesses into
blooming fields, desolate steppes and deep morassesinto productive land; whole communities,lately sunk in poverty, exhibited unmistakablehigc.i f f competency and w*ll<dou>g. Tbf
serfs, now allowed to enter into oontracta, lent
the lord of the soil the money of which he oftenstood in need, on the samo condition as the
CYown, received in socurity the land they occupied,their own bodieH, and the bodies of their
wives and children. The nohleman preferred
the serfs' loan to the Government's loan, because,when pay-day came for the annual interestand instalment, the Crown, if he was

not prepared to pay, took possession of his
estate, having funds wherewith to pay him the
residue of its value. The parish of Bcrfs, which
bad lent money to its owner, lacked these funds.
Pay-day canle, the debtor did not pay, but
neither could the serfs produce the one-third
of the value of the land, which they must disburseto him in order to be free. Thus they
lost their capital, and did not gain their freedom.Hut Nicholas lived! the father of his subjects.
Between the anxious debtor and the still

more anxious creditor now interposed an imperialukase, which in such cases opened to
the parishes of serfs the imperial treasury.
Mark this ; for it is worthy to be noted : the
Russian imperial treasury was 0(>ened to the
serfs, that they might purchase their freedom !
The Government might have simply released

the creditors from their embarrassment by payingthe debtor the one-third still due him, and
then land and tenants belong to the State.
one parish the more of Crown peasants. Nicholasdid not adopt that course. He lent the
serfs the money they needed to buy themselves
from their master, and for this loan (a third
only of the value) they mortgaged themselves
and their lands to the Crown, paid annually 3
per cent, interest and 3 per cent, of the capital,
and would thus in ulmnt t.hirtv wou.ru hoonmo

free, and proprietors of their land! That they
would be able to pay off this third was evident,
since to obtain its amount they had still the
same resources which enabled them to save

up the two-thirds already paid. Supping,
however, the very worst.that through inevitablemisfortunes, such as pestilence, disease of
cattle &c., they were prevented satisfying the
rightful claims of the Crown, in that case the
Crown paid them back the two-thirds value
which they had previously disbursed to their
former owner, and they became a parish of
Crown feasants, whose lot, compared to their
earlier one was still enviable. But not once in a
hundred times do such cases occur, whilst, by the
above plan, whole parishes gradually obtain
their freedom, not hy a sudden and violent
change, which could not fail to have evil consequences.hut in course of time, after a probationof labor and legality, and after thus obtainingto the knowledge that without these
two great factors of true freedom, no real libertycan possibly lie durable.

I cherish a steadfast belief that tho reader,
who perhaps took up these pages with a previoualy-formedcontrary opinion, will here lay
them down in astonishment, if not oonverted
from his views, at least staggered in them ; and
perhaps will ask why. if the Kmperor so earnestlydesires the freedom of his people, wbp he
does not.he to whom nothing is impossible,
and who has the right as well as the power.
confer it upon them by a stroke of his pen, insteadof wearily prolonging his work, and
spreading it over so many years, to say nothingof the thousand eventualities which may
occur to destroy it before it is complete Tho
answer is plain. The great man who is carryingout this reformation.let us call it by
its right name, this peaceful kkkohwation.
who is pursuing, by carefully pr^tared roads,
his plans tor the atsdition of existing abuses,
has chosen in his wisdom, which is equal to
his love, the longer path, because it is not'only
the sure one, dui me oruy mire one in toe nrst

place, be recoils with dismay from the injuatioe,without which ho enormous an encroachmenton the rights of projierty could not he accomplished.Not less does he apprehend the
ahum of the'suddenly bestowed freedom, for
which Rumia is still less ri|>e than other civilizedcountries, which nevertheless have proved
themselves unable to withstand its inseparable
temptations, and have derived nothing hut
misery from measures which, wisely applied,would have led them to prosperity and happiness.Fruits can but gradually riffen, and this
is also true of freedom, that noblest fruit in the
garden of life. The Baltic provinces, where
serfdom no longer exists, were liberated by this
same procew, by which the rest of Russia will
uot fail to attain the saiuo desirable object.

NAr
, EDITOR AND PROPR

WASHINGTC
fcKery man is ripe for freedom when be is fresh
from the hands of nature; after a sorfdom of
centuries, he is not ripe for it.

For the National Era.
WHO IS THE BRAVE?

BY LUCY l.ARCOM.

Who ia the brave '

Ho who would over tho war-banner wave '

Who laughs at the sight of the red battle ground,
Where carnage rides rauipant, and death-groans resound.
Who presses, through blood, to the charge with the

foe.
Nor falters till crushed by the last mortal blow,
Then, triumphing, sink* to a laurel-wreathed grave.

Him call ye brave ?

Bravo be may bo
Yet with the brutes are there brave ones as he.
Bravo is the lion, when roused from bis lair;
Shielding her cubs, bravely struggles the bear;
Bravo is the dog when he fights for a bono.
Nor yields up his right till the contest is won
Rivals like these must the warrior have.

Are they not brave*

Brave is ho
Whose strife is for duty, whatever it be;
Who, having determined his glorious aim,
Fulfils it, through poverty, scorning, and sharno;
Who fearlessly grapples with error and wrong,
When equity sleeps, and the wickod are strong
Low may his roof be, unnoticed his grave,

Yet he is brave.

He too is brave
Who conquers his passions when madly they rave;
Who scorns in the silken cnthralhnent to stay,
That pleasure and sloth on his spirit would lay
Who tramples his pride in the dust, and walks on

In the pathway that loads where a Saviour has gone.
His plaudit shall sound o'er eternity's wave;

lleavon calls him brave

For the National Kra.

WHAT FABMEB JOHN THINKS .NO 4.

Abijah has so much to say about charity
beginning at home, that I tried the other eveningto Bee if we could agree on the meaning
of the saying And somewhat to my surprise,
I found that, so far as we were able to explain
ourselves to each other, we seemed to agree in
our principles: hut when we came to make
an application of those principles, we differed.
I have often seen the same thing happen beforeand so, the older I grow, the more fullydo I believe that all men can see the truth
when it is presented naked before them ; hut
when they are asked to apply it, they either
cannot, or they will not, throw off the prejudicesthat make them disagree.

I divide all our moral duties into four classes,
all subordinate to the great duty of religion
our duty to God, or the obligation we should
all feel to accomplish, as well as we oan, the
great ends for which we wore mode.

First, in natural order, as well as in importance,comes the duty to ourselves. If every
man was as careful as he should he, in watchingover his own actions, most of the evil under
which Bocicty now groans would ho at once
removed. But we are all subject to temptation; the best of us often feel our own weaknessand constant need of the help of others,
and we are placed in such relations that we
mav receive that heln.

"fhc second clans embraces all the family duties.The parent feels a responsibility ibr a
proper watchfulness over his child; the child
inay at times soe it to be his duty to try to
lead a wandering parent back to the path of
rectitude ; the husband und wife ought alwaysto be roady to act as help-meets to each other,to bear each other's burdens, and to supporteach other in trying to be true to all the dictatesof conscience. Here again wo can easily
see a great opening for the reformation of the
world: for it every family was under propercontrol, there would be little need of magistratesand laws.

In the third class I place our duties to the
community in which we live. As the individualand family duties are often neglected,the families become in their turn the individualsof a great family.a nation, which should
enact laws for the good of the whole, and for
the protection of the rights of every one of its
members. Our duty as members of the nation
requires us to use all our influence to oorrect
bad laws, to appoint faithful legislators and
magistrates who will so interpret oppressive
statutes as to prevent the commission of manifestwrong, and to yield ohedienoe to every law
that dots not conflict with our own sense of justice.For even governments, like individuals
and families, may go astray ; and as every manis immediately accountable to his Maker, and
to the voice of God in his own conscienoo, no
law can ever justify him in doing what conscienceforbids.

In the fourth and last class are the duties of
humanity. Wherever we find suffering, wo
should sympathize with it: arid even if we can

give it no further relief, we can often palliate
it \>y niu uApuooiun wt uur nyinjuitny. i iiib in

the dutv of the good Samaritan.to help our

"neigblior" whenever it is in our power,
whether he be near us or far away, of our owu
or of a darker hue, of our own kindred or a
houseloss stranger, of our own rank in life or
a despised outcast. No man can fully and
faithfully perform this great and crowning
duty, who is negligent of either of the others,
and it therefore liecomes those who seek the
good of their fellow men, to be watchful over
all their private relations.

I have never seen, and never expect to see, a

faultless man.one who does all things when
he should and as he should. 1 am therefore
never willing, liecause see the I bad. to overlookthe good; or because i am pleased with
the good, to regard it as an excuse for the bad.
I think that every sincere, earnest effort to be
true to ourselves, in either of the great paths of
duty, deserves praise. Kvery neglect, when we

are satisfied that we have the power of doing
good, brings with it the blame of our own conscience,and always deserves,what it often gets,
the blame of others. Those who look to the
highest duties of humanity, the true reformers,
who glow with the holy fire of universal philanthropy,are always marked men, and for
that as well as other reasons, they should be
careful not to overlook their obligations to
themselves, their families, and the society in
which they live. But haply there may be
grounds for the charge that they see the mote
that is in their brother's eye, and behold not
the beam which is in their own eye, and the
influenoe of their charity may he thereby
weakened.
Such is the very complaint that Abijah makes

against some of the Abolitionists. Kree-Soilers,
Temperance men and other reformers; and
what is quite unfair, as I think, he makes the

l i i i C. tL. .1 a ! £
wnoie [jixiy miner lur me suurt-comings ui m

fow. 1 do not protend to nay but what there
may be, among eo many who are working with
their whole soul for the good of a great cause,
some who are censurable for a want of chanty,or Home other neglect of private duty. I
would be glad to see all such more watchful
over themselves, and I shall ^jways preach the
obligation of such watchfulness on evenr man,
and in an especial manner on every reformer.

Hut are not many of the men who are the
readiest to bid others look at home, like the
scribes and pbarisees, who pay tithe of mint,
anise, and cummin, and omit the weightier mat-
ters of the law? I fear so indeed and I know
that faolt-finding is often used in such a way
as to hide much real merit. I do not think
Our Saviour meant to blame us merely for
seeking to remove the mote from our brother a

eye. Suoh an action would lie good in itself,
and deserving of some credit, though it might
lis less meritorious than a thorough self-reformation.
We all know bow bard it is to see the beams

in our own eyes. We may have borue them
for ye trs, till the habit has become second na-

lure, and we look at the distorted vision that
they isisasiou, as perfectly natural and truth-

noN
I ETC R; JOHN G. WHIT

)N, THURSDAY, MA
fu!. Wrong that is sanctioned by time, and
law. and the tacit submission of good men. is
often looked upon a* right; and it may even
sometimes cease to be criminal, though it can
never cease to be urong. 1 regard that only
an crime, which carries with it the consciousnessof guilt; but without that consciousness,
and therefore without positive crime, we mayoften do our brother grievous wrong, even when
we think we are doing God service.
We who live far from the direct influences of

Slavery can sec the evils that are inseparably
connected with the institution, more clearly
than those who are educated to look upon
them a* a matter of course, or even as parts of
the Providence of God for which they arc in no

way accountable. Our perception of those evils
would make it a crime in us to do anything to
uphold the institution ; but we have no right to
charge the slaveholder with crime, unless we
are sure that he has a like perception. We
may, however, fairly accuse him of upholding
wrong, and show him the extent of the wrong
that he is hourly committing;"^ may do our
uuoi> w aiuuiHT IIIB nirr|>ui^ VJUIJPH;KUUC, »U umi

sl&veholding may become as really a crime in
him as it would be in ourselves, and he may
feel obliged to form plans for.yt* overthrow ;
and. for so doing, no man can rightly blame
us, however much we may be liable to censure
for tbe neglect of other and i*rhap* more importantduties.

PENNSYLVANIA

It will be remembered that a Mr. Quiggle
introduced into the Legislature of this State a

bill to allow slaveholders the right of transit
through the State with their slaves This bill
was drawn in accordance with a suggestion of
Gov. Higler, in his annual moss age. Mr. Quiggleclaims to lie a Democrat, and to represent
a Democratic constituency. His district is composed

of the counties of Clinton. Centre, Lycoming,and Sullivan. In theTatter county, a

Democratic County Convention was recently
held, the proceedings of which we find in the
Sullivan County Democrat. Wc append a resolutionunanimously adopted by the Convention,together with the remarks of several of
the speakers:

" Resolved, That the Democracy of Sullivan
county look with disapprobation upon tbe introductionof a bill into our Legislature, allowingslaveholders to bring with them their slaves
into tbe State, when business or pleasure calls
them within the State, as an infringement of
the spirit of the Compromise measures, as tendingto keep up endless agitation, and as virtuallyrecognising the existence of Slavery uponPennsylvania Boil; and that we recommit! to
our Senator and Representatives to vote against
atiu such measure.

" Mr. Linn said he thought the Compromise
measures were to be a finality of this odious
agitation.yet it was eternally obtrudod into
the Halls of Congress and of our State Legislature,to give members of Congress an opportunityto beloh windy harangues, and Legislators
an occasion to gas upon the 'safety of our

Union,' and ring changes forever on 'Compromise'and ' finality.' The subject had clogged
too long the wheels of legislation, both at
Washington city and H&rrisburg. It was time
a stop was put to it. It was time the interests
of the people were attended to, even if that of
politicians should suffer. Besides, it was an

aggressive move on the part of the friends of
slavery. It was virtually an attempt to oonvert
Pennsylvania into a slave State. Slavery rears
its grim and ghastly visage, upon all occasions,
to frown upon the extension o! the area of freedom,and blight our political policy The stench

ofto this MtWoh ari».tig
in the nostrils of the American people. Her
priests stand ministering at her altars, and
devotees come up every day to worship. The
drilled fugiemcu in her Bervioe art at the cornersof tho streets and in places of public concourse,showing before their several companies
and platoons the lessons they have been taught.
We must re-altirm and adhere to tho time-honoredprinciples of the Democratic party, 'Free
trade,' and ' Free men.'

"Geo. D. Jackson said ho was in favor of
the resolution. The law, if passed by the Legislature,would in effect make our State a slave
State. By a protended residence in Maryland,
a man could roally hold slaves in this State,
on a pretence of a visit or of business. It would
make the southern part of Pennsylvania as

much a slave State as Maryland now is. He
was opposed to any such concession. He
thought the shackles ought to fall, the moment
a man brought his slave into the State. If the
luw passed, wc had better commence tearing
down Independence Hull.

''On motion of A. J. Trout, seconded byJudge Colley, tho resolution passed unanimously."
DEMOCRACY OF SCIENCE..MO 2H

BY JOS] All 1101.BROOK.

" Natutk before books, dkawino before

writing," is a molto extensively adopted 111

schools, and destined soon to become universal.
It is founded on common sense, and is put in

operation by enthusiasm, acting on the combinedenergies of all young spiritB. It requires
no preparation, to lie adopted in any school in

the world, but the pfrmunon of the teacher. If
all children, before entering school, take lessons,
with great ardor and success from the hook of
nature, they may surely continue 9uch lessons,
if aided, if not prevented by their teacher. If the
ratan is ri-quired to prevent drawing exercises
in school, such exercises may surely be pursued,if properly encouraged.
A simple request from a teacher to his pupils

to make collections for a School Cabinet,
never lads to bring such a collection on the
next entrance of the pupih into the school
room. A teacher only needs to place before
bis pupils an apple, pear, peach, plum; a leaf,
pitcher, tumbler, cup, inkstand, cube, cone,
cylinder, nrisrn. Ins band, or almost anv obiect
in nature or art, requesting them to draw it, to
secure a beginning in the useful and elegant
accomplishment ul drawing.

Nature and art, thus com lulled for juvenile
instruction, are the foundation of the grrW »yi
trm of productive education. Much productions
furnish materials for " Scholars' Fairs," and
scholars' lairs are the entering wedge to a generaland stupendous plan of interchanges in
works of nature and art. Such interchanges,
universally extended, would beat swords'into
plowshares, and spears into pruning-hooks.
Between the " productive system" and the

" book system" of education there is a wide
contrast. The former is katural, practical,
moral ; the latter, arti/wial, Ihroretical. telfuh.
'1 lie one brings into combined and harmonious
aeiiou the hand, eye, judgment, taste, iinagina-
tion, benevolence, conscientiousness,and all the
higher emotions of the human sou!; the other
exercises little more than (lie memory. The
one rouses enthusiasm ; the other begets dread.
The one calls for the check rein: the other
gives constant uie to the spur. The former
stores the mind with principles.keya ttfkiunr
ledge; the latter lumliers the mind with the
arbitrary signs of knowledge. The one gives
great skill and taste in the use of language,
making the structure of sentences one of the
most deljghtful exercises; the other requires
months and years of irksome labor, for repeatingthe rules of grammar. The former iuspires
emulation among pupils, for doing their most
to let their " light shine the latter at best only
attempts to obtain light for one's own mind,
forgetting that light ceasing to radiate ceases to
be light; the light within being darkness, is
great darkness. The one is diffusion; the
other, consolidation. The one, the " Democracyj" the other, despotism of science.
The productive system rouaes self-respect;and, being productive, brings to view anil cultivatesa sense of resposihility, making some

returns for what is received. The mere book
system, hardly perinilmg the elforu or feebugi
of pupils to extend beyond themselves, of
I'ourse cannot promote sell respect, or a sense
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of responsibility to other*. The natural system
directs the choice of reading to hooks on substantialscience; the mere book system, destroyinga taste for the beauties and wonders
of nature, leads to the reading of trashy fiction,
to satisfy and promote an unnatural, sickly
imagination.
The moral system tends to lift up the noblest

energies ot the soul to heaven ; the selfish systemtends to crush those energies to the earth.
The one, carried out, would change schoolhousesand dwelliugs into "crystal palaces;"the other makes demands for houses of refugefaster than they can lie supplied. The path of
the one is delightful, constantly placing Ix-lore
the traveller a splendid mansion, stored with
ineithaustible riches; the path of the other is
rugged, thorny, and dreary, presenting only
darkness anil gloom, without change, exceptbv be< ollllll" more ilurkr un.l nLiniu T11 one

tends to secure the purposes of human existence; the other, to defeat those purposes.

For the National Era.
LETTER8 ON FRANCE -NO. 1.

Washington, D. C., Jan., 1852.
My Dkar Madam A few years ago. an

event ocourred in one of the greatest kingdomsof Europe, which astonished the world by its
suddenness and overwhelming nature, terrified
despotism, and excited to a pitch of intense enthusiasmthe friends of human liberty. There
were very many who could not find words to
express their admiration for a people which
had consummated with so much moderation
and heroism the wonder of Revolutions.
The astonishmont of the world was in proportion to the unexpected nature of the event;

and the admiration of the friends of liberty in
porportion to their ignorance of the causes
w hich led to what it its enemies denominated
" the catastrophe.''

I was among the few who predicted the Revolutionof 1848. 1 suffered from the ridicule of
my friends for having pretended to announce
what to them was an impossible occurrence. 1
foresaw nothing more than was actually coming.whatwas clear to any one not prejudiced
in favor of an existing state of things, or whose
eyes were not absolutely closed to the future by
the conviction of the pant successors of the
" Ulysses " of France.
We err generally in oar notion* as to the natureof revolutions, and we do not always olvservcwith sufficient attention the events which

precede and occasion them.
Mere attempts at revolution are but revolts.

the causes, frequently local Even Russia has
attempted many times to l>e free, yet she still
lies prostrate under the heel of the Cxar. The
heroic efforts of Poland have availed her nothing.The more popular and far more enthusiasticstruggles of Hungary have equally failed.Enlightened Germany, whose mighty heart
has heon palpitating for years with indignation
at the false promises and mystifications practicedupon her by her princos, is still under the
rein of despotism. The fervid Italy, whoso capaciousnnnd and vast energies subdued the
world; who gave to Europe her knowledge, her
science, and a love for the arts, and yet directs,
by unseen channels, its political destinies, lies
herself politically annihilated, after centuries
of struggles against combined nations, and in
spito of numerous efforts at regeneration.

Do you blame any ono of those, because it
has not pleased the Creator of the world to
give them the occasion when they might run,
without efficient obstacle, the bright career of
Liberty? 1 expect not. You feel they must
4tamely " submit. Unhappiiy, they have no

other resource' If man'* destinies were in his
own hands, and depended upon his own energies,the earth would never have been despoticnjlvgoverned. Hut the laws which have
made men dependent upon each other for )m>.
nehoent purposes, have been used an a means ol
subjection; and perhaps it is not too much U
nay, that had man the power to free himscl
from restraint or oppression whenever hedesir
ed it, ho would to thin day havo remained i

savage.
There is a time for nil things, for natiom

quite as much as for individuals When th<
youth approaches manhood, ho bcoomoa reatlos
to throw off the paternal government; he begin*to feel hia own atrength. So it is with the
aocietiea into which the world ia divided ; they
are submissive or rebellious in projstrtion to the
power th^y feel within them for self-control.

In the middle uges, Italy was a nest of liepublics.restless,impatient of control, "passionatelyfond of liberty," and consequently in
perpetual enmity with the freedom-hating Governmentsof other European nations. By fomentingdivisions, by bribery, fraud, and treachery,the latter havo manacled her awhile.

France has now long felt her power of selfgovernment,and her periodical revolutions aro

an evidence of the strugglo between tho old
and the new principles.

I nc.se nappy united muics niauo u gamine
striko for froedoin. and succeeded in their efforrts.Hut through how many rink* ' The
Revolution had woll nigh Ijoen a mere reliellion.Franee aiding and sympathizing, the unorringrifle, a difficult and thinly-peopled country,and the well-directed energies of a freedom-lovingpeople, triumphed Knglund. too,
had ber glorious revolution; hut worse than
France, she cotnpromiHed with her feudal governorsfor little more than a mow of pottage
What she has gained since, has not been by
fighting, but by a succession of compromises
betwoen the middle and upper classes, in which
each fancied it found advantages; while at
best, the popular gain has hardly l»een anythingbut a mockery.

In Hranoe, the strugglo is more advanced.
There, the people.the ever-toiling people.intenton the acquisition of their daily bread,
have taken advantage of fortune, and made
themselves a position in the face of the world,
in spite of the arts and duplicities of tho educated.
We must not despise a people because they

are still enslaved, or have even become re enslaved.If we should do so. we should have to
despise every nation on earth, whose existence
has been long enough to expose it to external
and internal dangers and trials.
There is nothing so difficult to Acoomplish

as the conquest of Liberty. History proves
that in most instances it is tho fruit 01 accident.Tho famous Athens got rid of her
Kings, owing to an insignificant circumstance
The world-renowned Komo would probably
have roinained an unknown petty kingdom,
had not Tarquin played so unseemly a prank.
And Oh illustrious Brutus! thou hero of schoolboypoliticians! thou mightest have descended
to thy grave a perfumed old l>eau. rioting in
royal favors, had not a moment of passion knit
thy brows, and planted a stern resolve of vengeance(not of liberty) in thine heart!

Fortunately for Rome, for Athens, and other
huky places, Hrutuses were men ; and though
patrician blood ran through their veins, the
sense of personal danger was stronger than
pride of position; and therefore, as history tolls
us, the "ignoble vulgar'' was oalled upon, in
the name of Liberty, to save the tender skins
of those patrician cut throat*

Excuse me, if, in bringing human action*
down to their true level, I seem to damage history,In reality, I ouljr mar the tre&onarous
heauttew of that romanco with which historians
and book-compilers have filled their volumes.
I am anxious to represent man as be is, and
as he has always been; making allowances
fur those trivial differsnoes which langnage,
laws, government, religion, and physical configurationof country, necessarily demand.
and which differences are never wide enough
to change the innate nature of the human
being
The raoes whieh peopled the European Continenthave, tor the greater part, progressed

westward from Asia, by means of the Mediterraneansoa, perfecting their social and moral
organisation in Greece, and still more remarkablyin Italy, ao that the whole civilised world
felt for many centuries the inlluenee of the
latter country.

Titer* is therefore ae complete an eouality of
capacity auioug thoee races as cuu 1st found

*
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anywhere on earth.the advantage, if any,
lying with the mother nation ; to which wo

must accord also singular advantages for producingan energetic and enterprising race,
possessing, as it does, a magnificent climate,
and a physical character of oountry adapted
for a military and naval people

It may be presumed that these races have
about an equal chance of success in any enterpriseor feeling that may become popular
And yet how unequal the distribution of favors!And how severely are the unfortunate
prejudged and condemned by us!

^Switzerland is comparatively free, yet Po-
land is enslaved. Kngland has an appearance
of froedom among her middle class; and vet
Germany, with tdl her aspirations, and after I

a : ,.r.i i 1 j r I 1
eenuirie* 01 struggles, in ensiavou. r ruucu nap i

made a great advance, and founded laws and <

institutions more democratic (ban any in Ku- 1
rope ; yet Italy, the land of republics, the giant t

straggler against the effort of feudal Europe 1

and barbarism for a thousand years, is at i

length enslaved. Where and how are these i

destinies to bo accounted for? | '
When Switzerland gained her freedom, Bhe

was Catholic. The ancient Grecian and Ital-
ian States loved liberty, and yet were Pagan
Each and all of these had learned half the
truth, in escaping from the despotisms of Asia
Man was, as ever, strugglingfor his lilverty.the
liberty to live, the liberty to work, the lil»erty
to act for and govern himself. The more perfectthe morul government of the individual,
the stronger the chances for liberty; and
whichever system, Catholic, Protestant, Mahometan.or Pagan, moralizes him, and leaves
him free to act and think, gives him the greatestchance of independence. But when grown
men submit their minds to other men, as when
they were children, under infidel pretexts of
sujierstition, they must expect to make little
way, and to lose their mental and moral energies.

Now, Switzerland felt the hand of tyranny,and rebelled. So it was with Poland, so with
England. France, and Germany. But a few
thousand men in Switzerland's mountain fastnessescould do the work of a hundred thousandon the plains of Poland, or in other
open countries. And thus she succeeded in
irauiim; and retaining that libertv which others

Reaction.
Pray lis*von for firmness thy whole soul to bend
.To this thy purpose.to begin. pursue

With thoughts all tired and fueling* purely kind ;
Strength to complete, and with delight review,
Andj^rnro to giro the praise where all in due.

CheuUt Wi/ru.i.
It was over. Until this, he had not realized

his true position. Nay, ho did not fully realize
it now. He sat, as ono stunned, in the seat into
which ho had dropped when the door closed
behind her. Until now, he had been elevated
by a high enthusiasm in his purjsiee. and supportedby a firm faith in her sympathy and cooperation.afaith the strength of which ho
had not known until it was stricken from him,
and he wns left weaker than a child.
Why! it really had not seofaed so great a

sacrifice to resign wealth and position with her
by his side.with ker approving looks and
stniles and words.with ker cordial, affectionateconcurrence. And how often tne picture
had glowed before his imagination, as he re'i~i>. i-:-.ii:«..
Ctil 11/(1 II*" r nwcn Itiau Minn" vijc
an<l fervent admiration, while reading with
him of some heroic deed of self-devotion in anotkrr.And when he thought of all that earnest
enthusiasm with himself for iU ohjeot forgivehim, it won no better than a lover's aspiration,perhaps ; but all bis soul took fire at
the image, and all things seemed easy to do, to

be, or to suffer, for such an una|te«kaMe joy !
That kr should be herCurtius, her Bayard, her
Hampden, Sydney, her hern/ And until now

ho had Isdievcd this, and bad lived and acted
under a strange illusion. And if for an instant
hie faith in her had ever been shaken, it wax
merely as the Chriltian believer's trust is
shaken, only to strike its roots the deeper after
the jar. *

But now.-oh! this was indeed the bitternessof death! In the first stunned moment
after his fall from such a height of oonfidenoe
and joy, into such a depth of desolation and
wretchedness, he could scarcely believe in his
misery, far lea* analyse it and detect its hidden
and bitterest element. And tku was its bitterest
element.the ascertained unworthiness of his
India!.her ultrr unworthiness! This was the
weapon that bad felled him to the earth. This
was the fang of the adder, struck decn in his
heart, and poisoning all his soul!.with what?
With distrust!.distrust of her, ol himself, of
all men and women! As yet, all this he folt,
without acknowledging, nay, without perceivingit. He eat there«a* one in a trance. And
the hours that paaned over him were ae a
blank.
He waa arouaed bj psychological disturbanceIt was the advent of the Tempter to hi*

eoul.the Tempter, with hia hopeful, connoting
suggestions, insinuations, and sophistries.

VVkj should he immolate himself upon the
altar of a principle that one-half the Christian
world would consider a mere roadneae I And
how if^ after all, it imu madness 1 How if be
wm self-deceivedI.actuated by fanaticism,
and not by legitimate heroism ^ Sk* whose
whole aonl had glowed at the mere mention of,
a deed of trm magnanimity.*kt whose appro-1
Iiattoo had boon u»e ardently desired reward of
his sacrifice.the object of hia young heart's
passionate aspiration.bow had ikt regarded

us continually lout again. We know how often
Germany has been deceived in her expectations.She was sold in 1815, and in 1848 how
egregiously frightened and hoodwinked into
the \ery despotism she hated !
We know how gallantly England won her

freedom under Cromwell, and how easily she
resigned it to Charles II. She was sick of civil
war.like Germany, like France, now-a-day».
and yielded hersell blindfold to the silly promisesof her tyrants, and implicitly gave credit
to all their calumnies.

'Twos then, as it is now, a question of the
pocket and of the stomach. ''Can one afford
to lose so much profit,'* or wages ' Can one
afford to lose so many dinners 1

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE

Spring Creek, Caw co, la, Feb. 20, 1853..
The Free Soil measure is gaining ground rapidly.All the people want in this section of
country, is light and truth on tho question of
Slavery.the only question that is now agitatingthe country. Many of tho Whigs have
voted the Whig ticket for the last time, and
very many of the old lino Democrats have
voted that ticket tor the last time; and instead
of Cass county giving fitty-two for Hale aud
Julian, as it has done, it will give five hundred
and fifty ut the next election.

Vermont, III, Feb. 28, 1853..Illinois has
had the curse of Slavery inflicted on it by its
eongnteueu aou i nrowan i.egisuiiure, »i me

recent seamon. I call it slavery, lor 1 have no
f other name for involuntary services, apart
> from crime. Yea, it has cursed on with slavery,
' notwithstanding many of uh left our native
- Stated and nought the prairies of Illinois tut a
1 refuge from its withering influence*. 1 think

I am well enough acquainted with the feelings
4 of our ftoojple to venturo the assertion that
' every well-behaved negro who in sold out to
1 pay hi« fine for coming into our State, will
make more than one thousand voted in future
for liberty. The Fugitive Slave Law had made
more Mupporterd to thh cause of freedom than
any other one thing that has ever been done;
and I believe the Black Law of our State will
make an many here aa the Kugitivo Law did
These laws have only to be road and understoodby the masses of the people, to bo abhorredby them.
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him ' As a hero or a fanatic ! How had she
received him in hie new aapeet ' Not a* h's
had often fondly previced.not with a faithful, H
loving clacp strengthening hie hands.not with
a fervent, inspiring gaze imparting courage I
and energy to hie cool.not with approval and
sympathy. and faithful, cordial concurrence
confirming hie faith.arming him for any con

flict.etrengthening him for any eacrifice. Oh'
no. no; far otherwise She had heard him
with repelling hand and averted eve, and worn
and loathing and repulsion, that had left him 1
bitterly disappointed, humbled, weakened, pros M
trntcd, paralyzed, by eelf-doubt! T
Was she rightWas he a madman ' $
Oh ! it were far lee* agonizing to believe *"

kimulf a weak, deluded fanatic, than her a w
false and shallow egotist! There had been an
dement of worship and of aspiration in his
love for India. And was this idol a mere dull j
.tone, upon which he had broken himself in
vain 1 He could not bear to think so. He was

willing to believe himself a fool or a madman, pa
to that her image remained undimmcd. unepot
ted. unchanged in its shrine.so that she was
.till a perfect woman, angel, goddess !
And was this not truly so T Was her deov

ion not really iust. and was he not indeed a

fanatic '

To believe thin, would end the struggle and
the agony at once. To confess this, would if
store harmony and happiness to the giievouslj
disturbed family circle, and |>eace and joy t »

himaelf and his India! How easy to step down
from his pedestal of principle, frankly confess
it to have l*een a talse position, taken lu a til
of generous, youthful enthusiasm to jest over
it with his friends.friends remvtred by that
step/ ca" himself Hon Quixotte the younger,
laugh at the matter, and dismiss it to oblivion
And then. India! This beaut ful, bewildering
girl would be his own in live days. That vision
whelmed him in vague, intense delirium

Would it he so easy to step from his jiost. to
adjure his principles, to silence his conscience7
No! Even amid the intoxicating dream of

his beautiful India a love, his btern soul un

swered, No!
He knew that he had not taken a false position.theTempter could not persuade him that

he had done so. He knew himself to be right
He knew that he wuh nut self-deceived. Not
even now. in this hour of bitter trial, would his
moral sense be so confused In his conscience,
the dividing lino between right and wrong was
too clearly, distinctly, sharply defined, and
thero wgs no possibility of confusing or mistakingthe boundary. And so the mental
sophistry of the temptation ended. And now
for the moral conflict Admitted that his convictionswere those of pure rational duty, why
should he sacrifice so much to thein 7 Did
others around him do so 7 Did any one live up to
his or her high idea of right? On the eontraty,
who did not silence the voice of conscience >

pvorv (iav nf thpir livMll ll^hn fLrnnml Kim urn«

not. in their turn and in their way. more or |llens unjust, selfish, rapacious, oppressive cruel ' U
And did they not, the best of them, compound
for all thin, liy going to church and confessing 'H
themselves "lost and ruinetksinners," and re JH
turning with a clean conscience, like a fair A F
tablet newly sponged over and prepared to bo * 1
inscribed all over again with the sumo sins, to J* 1
be effaced in the name manner? Now, why

*
n

oould not he also do his pleasure, enjov his ill- I
gotten wealth, htild to this world, and secure
Heaven.all on those easy tetms? It was only
to make a profession.

It would not do. His heart, it is true, had
not l»een touched by the spirit of Christianity,
yet his mind was too clear and right to deceive ^itself so delightfully about this matter. That
grace of God which hath appeared unto nil
men. taught him that Christ was not the miu
ister of sin.not one who gave out patents *

conferring impunity in sinning, and signed with
his own lite-blood.cot oue who wij«d out the *

sins of the soul, as men sponge out marks from ^
a note-book, to make room for more of the
same sort of matter.not one to make his owu I
righteousness the shield for our wilful un- I
righteousness In a word, lie felt and knew I
that Christ was not the minister of sin. * I

This sorely tried and tempted man had made %,a
no professions, had used no eant, but be never- Ml
theless possessed a large portion of natural »l
conscientiousness, and he had a frank, light- wl
hearted manner of doing right, bordering on 41
levity and nonchalance.a manner tending t<> «
mislead superficial observers into making too
shallow an estimate of the depth and earnest
noss of his conviction* and principles.

All his family, from the oold-hearted, oloarheadodClement Sutherland, down to the ar- ' V,
dent and impulsive India, had miscalculated »
the strength of his character and the firmness
of hi* purpoHe. And hence the comparative
indifference with which they had hitherto ro
reived the communication of hie intention*. I
say comparative indifference ; for though indeed ,

tho family wore much disturbed that he should
for a moment entertain such purposes an lie A
had revealed, yet none of them had douhtod M
that tho influence* which should he brought to 9
hear upon him would eompel him to uhandon M
his project. And thus agitation at this time £
wax calmneex, perfect halcyon pence, in com- m

parixon with the excitement, the confusion, the
chaos, tho tremendous storm of indignation,
opposition, and persecution, that afterwards ^
arose and hurtleu around him. Them are no *

wars so bloody ax civil warn there arc no
feuds so deadly as family feuds there are no
enemies so hitter, so cruel, so unrelenting, as M
those of our own blood, when they are enemios!Othors may spare, but they will ntvtt L
spare! Others may in time become sated with I
vengeance, hut theynever! while their victim S Ufl
has one faculty of mind left unerased, or rtno j*l
heartstring on wrung Others may in time ^ j J
ho touched by some sense of justice; they ljl
never ! they hold to and defend their cruelty ifl
Others may repent, they never. It would aecin , .-Bl
that a fatal hlinduess of sight and hardness r*

of heart fell upon them us a judgment from / H
Heaven for their unnatural sin. 1 H

Perhaps you think that the days of mar- j fl
tyrdoin Lave Leon passed ever since the stake f|
and the lagot went into disrepute; and { t
that the spirit of jiemecution went out with i
the fires of Smithfield. If you do, inay you 1
never have more reason for thinking otherwise ^
than is contained in the simple narrative before
you. I am not going to enter minutely into \ '

the details of all the scones that followed that \
last interview between .Mark and India. 1
have all this time gone around and about the
subject, fearing er disliking to approach it. It
is too.too revolting! In real life, evil malignantpassion is not really the graceful and
dignified and all hut too fascinating thing that
we see it represented upon the stage ; tor instance,in the toga nnd buskins of Brutus and
Cossius, or the train and plumes of Binuca
Fasio. Nor has it a stately, measured gait, a

sonorous utterance, or a grand gesture, it is
a humiliating fact, but it t« a fact, that it looks
and behave* very much more like an excited
Terry or Judy at a fair. It shakes its lists, and
strides, and vociferates, and chokes, and stutters.Fierce anger, hatred, and vengeance,
are of no rank They show ju^t us hideous,
revolting, and vulgar, in the pnuce or princess,
as in the meanest peasant. And all this has
been suggested by the recollection of the mannerin whtoh Mark Sutherland was treated by
the high-born Lulin and gtnllemtn of his fam
>»y
He had made one more attein|»t to obtain an

other interview with India, hy addressing to
her a note. This note was returned, with the
seal undisturbed, and with an insulting menace
to the effect that tuiy communication addressedby Mr Mark Sutherland to Miw Sutherland
must be preceded by a oouiplete and final rc
nunciation of his present purposes. before it
could be received by her. Full of bitterness
he wrote to her again, and concluded his note
thus:

''I know you now, India; I know you perfeotly.I no longer worship you Alas1 there
is nothing in you to worship, or even to approve,beyond your enchanting beauty. And yet I
love tou etill, for that Wwildfriag beauty and
lor the dream that is passing away. And you
love me for something hotter than that, yon
love me, now that for oooscieuoe I wilhs'aud

A?
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